— 


| — a 


| A 6/ 
LETTER 


Mr. Could VE 


ON HIS 
| Pretended Amendments, ec. 
WY ; W F | 


| Mr. Cori 
Short View of the | 


Immorality and Prophaneneſs 


OF THE 


ENGLISH STAGE. 


— 


Mt 


4 


L ON-D © Ns 


Printed for Samuel Keble, at the Turks-head, in 
Heetſtreet, over againſt Fetter-/ane- 1698, 


— | 


"08 
al 


I res 


RASYERT COULEGE LIBRARY 
tHOM 
THE SEQUVEST Of 
EVERT-JANSEN WENDELL 


1910 


LEL LER 


Mr. Congreve, 
On his pretended Amend- 


ments, ©, 


We 7: > 
O be thought Lazy, I muſt con- 
fels, is not much for ones 


credit; and you have ſhewn, 
that to take pains to be Idle, is as little 
worth ones whule : So that it you had no 
other reaſon to. write againſt Mr. Collzer, p, 2. 
than to avoid the Scandal of Lazyxeſs ; 
you mult not be angry it I call ita very 
Iale Anſwer. A 2 You 


= 


(4) 


You ſay, you would not andertake to 
nefend the Corruptions of the Stage ; 


not while you write Comedies tor it, 


FT judge: but if it will not, by your 
own conteſſion, bear a azfexce ; I am 
ture, ,you ſhould angertate to retorm 
it : your place, and intereſt in it, do 
more eſpecially oblige you to it: 
and if Mr, Coller had laid the wicked- 
neſs of a great many more Plays, be- 
iides your own, at your door, he had 
!10t much abusd you; becauſe they 
muſt have your approbation, betore 
they come upon that Stage, to which 
you are related : which perhaps might 
put that Gentleman upon dealing a 
little more ſeyere with you than or- 
dinary. 

I am ſorry I cannot think you alto- 
ether fo innocent, and {o goocl a Chri- 
{tian, as you ſhould be ; but yet you 
nced not fall abſolutely into deſpair ; 
You are not, you ſee, dented the {benefit 
of the Clergy: Mr. Colker, whole hard 
tate it 1s, to be moſt at leiſure for your 
Ordinary; has beſtawed a great deal of 
good pains upon you : but really you 
have 1o very foully, and ungraciouſly 
2quited lum ; that, | am afraid, he will 

icarce 
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ſcarce think it worth his while, to be 
at any more trouble about you ; if you 
are {o hardened, andrecoyling, he mult 
cen give you over. 

I had thoughts, to put all your dirty, 
and Blizgs-gate language, againlt him, 
into one Paragraph ; and had heapt it 
up together, as well as | could, tor fuch 
an unreaſonable quantity, 1n {o little a 
compaſs; but, when 1 had done, L 
found, I had in effect, copied your 
whole Book ; there were only a few 
impertinent, and {ſenſeleſs lines left, 
{carce worth obſervation ; and then, it 
made ſuch a loathſome Dazghil, as you 
call it, that I was forced to hold my 
Noſe ; and away with it. 

You fall Egregiouſly foul, both up- 
on his Intelle&tuals, and his Morals ; 


you have. endeavoured to detect Mr. P. 2. 


Collier, to be a man of great abſaur- 
dity, and i2zorance, Now, he that 
makes ſo very bold with another , 
ought, in prudence and good manners, 
to be {ome conliderable degrees above 
him, both in Virtue and in Senle: 
but when I compare the ſeveral 
Eſjays that Gentleman has given, 
of his Judgment, and penetration , 

| A 3 with 


P. 4. 
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with your four poor Plays, T cannot 
think the right lay on your fide, to ren- 
der him fo contemptible for his Tgno- 
France. 

You repreſent him, from cover to 
cover, for a moſt notoriouſly lewd, and 
immoral man, a perſon zz the high Vi- 
gour of obſcenity, and you have a pretty 
way with you to keep up his CharaQeer, 
when you beltow-ſo many damnable, 
lewd allegories on hin, in your Anſwer: 
He commits a rape upon your words, and 
that you heighten till, to be no leſs 
than aeflowring of Virgins : There 1s,in- 
deed, ſ{ucha deal of Yirginity belonging 
to the Stage, every way, that any one 
who breaks in upon you, 1s in danger 
of being laid hold on for a Raviſbey. 

I muſt ſtep forward a little, ro mind 
you here; that you ſay, Metaphors ao 
chiefly diſtinguiſh, the manner of a mans 
Breeding, and Converſation; and, that 


fach Ideas, have their beginning, from a 


familiarity with ſuch objetts : Why, what 


a Beaſt will you make of your ſelf, at 
this rate of arguing ? committing 4 rape 
upon words ; Raviſhing the Virgins ; look- 
ing on naked obſcenity, and then Flogging 
out ; (I thank God, I am Ignorant 

what 


Cy") 


what Idea you have to match with thar 
word:) "The next that follows, of a 
ſraful any 15almoſt Sodomitical ; 
and then aiter all this, /ickiag himſelf 
whole with an abſolution. Examin your 
ſelf a little ; by ſuch original Images of 
yours, as theſe, and then conlider , 
whether you have right on-your ſide, 
to fall ſo very foul on Mr. Collier's 
Morals; unleſs it happens to be with 
you, as Sir Roger L*Eſtrange obſerves it 
was with one of the /ewdeſt Strumpets, 
to be always crying out, Lord, to ſee the 
Impudence of ſome Women ! 

But Mr. Colher was not an Idiot, 
when he ſet his name to his - Book: 
If he had been conſcious to himſelf, of 
any conſiderable immorality, when he 
did it ; he muſt have been abandoned : 
He knew what Adverfaries he was go- 
ing to create ; but zznocency is bold as 4 
Lyon: And I do not find, either that 
Mr. Dennis, who fate at the head of 
a Club, above a Month to impeach 
lim, or Mr. Cozereve, who has ſtaid 
longer upon the Inquiſition, have laid 
any one con{iderable initance of Im- 
morality to his charge, except it be 
the writing of a very ingenious book 
againlt it, You 
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You repreſent him for an ev/ Spiric 
entring into your Plays : Now evil Sp;- 
rits have ſhewn a very great alacrity 
and inclination,at entring into any thing 
that 1s Swiziſh : Therefore, IT cannot 
blame you for taking alarm at the word 
Legion, in relation to your own little 
Herd : But really, you had no reaſon to 
apprehend Mr. Colle tor that Treſpaſs; 
tor his only fault is, he did not go into 
them ſo far as he ſhould have done, to 
do you Juſtice : He has happer'd to fall 
touleſt upon your DMonrmins Bridt ;; 
which, being leaſt hable to Exception, 
he tould endure to read over ; but he 
has been very ſpairing ot the 7-ree bj geſt 
tor Obſcenity, and Prophanenels; whicly 
1s the greateſt advantage he has given 
you againſt him. 

You ſay again, you w!!! take the lber- 
ty to whip the evil Spirit out of your Plays, 
wherever you can meet him: | am glad 
of that withal my Heart. But be ad- 
viſed ; whip the Devil gently; you 
dowt know, but it may come to his 
turn, to favour you another time : If 
Mr. Collier has returned any of your 
current Caſh into the Devil's Exchequer 
for you, it will be ready tor you, againſt 

you 
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you have occaſion for an Intereſt there. 

You ſeem to be 1n pain, and remorſe, 
with your ſelf, that you have not duly 
return'd his Civilities, in calling hin 
Names : But be out of pain ; you have 
done pretty well, tor a Gentleman : 
And, I believe, I have a Colleftion of 
yours, out of this ſhort Eſſay, that 
will be a Match for Mr. Co/lzer's No- 
menclature, at any time: Beſide, when 
it ſeem'd to run low with you, his 
own Perſonal Names, Jeremy and Co/- 
lier, proved great helps to you. 

I am now come to your Poſtulata. 

The firſt I grant you, becauſe 'tis p, ,, 
Ariſtotles, and a Juſt one. The ſecond , * 
I muſt refuſe you, that is your own, 
and Unreaſonable : You ought not to 
repreſent any Immoralities upon the 
Stage, cither in Word, or Deed, that 
will give Offence to chaſte and fober 
Ears, no, tho you pretend to puniſh 
them aftewards: You might as 
well argue, it would be of uſe to 
have idle Fellows Swear and Curſe 
in the Streets, purely for the ſake 
of giving ſober Men, an opportunity 
to Chide them: We are offended 
much at ſuch things from the Perſons 

B them- 
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themſelves; and much more, when 
we have them repreſented to us, with 
advantages at ſecond hand. You ſay, 
it were very hard, a Painter ſhould be 
thought to reſemble all the the ugly Faces 
he draws ; [remember here again your 
Doctrine of /deas.] But what if a Paiz- 
ter chooſes to draw Obſcene, and Bau- 
dy Pieces, and expoſes them to the 
Publicl, tor their Diverſion ; 15s it hard 
that ſuch a one ſhould be Cenfured ? 
Or, can we think, his Thoughts were 
altogether fo chaſtly taken up, and em- 
ploy'd, when they were dirctting 
the Pencil ? 

Ib'd, Your 'Third I grant you, tho your 
own ; nor do I expect "Thanks tor the 
favour, becauſe I think *tis very in- 
dificrent, whether your Paſſages arc 
read in Collzer or your {elt : "There are 
but too words odds that I can find, 

?.27- and they are waſting, for waftizg ; and 

P. 479% the little word, /#z//, omitted : Only, 

P.4 if we muſt needs look back zzto £ 

Field of Nature, from whence they were 
tranſplanted; we {hall have a larger 
Field of Debauchery to walk in, and a 
great deal of worſe Stuff, than Mr. 
C ollier has Collected {till in view. 

[£ 
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if you demand the priviledge of the 
Habeas Corpus Ad, to. remove your 
offenſive Plays, from the Qzarter- Seffs- 
0s of Middleſex, to the Kyzng*s-Bench 
Bar ; and appeal trom the Preſentment zt 
of the Grand Jury, to a juſt Judge ; 
believe the thing: may be able 
cnough, but I queſton whether it would 
do you any Service. 

I muſt difter with you a little again, 
about your fourth Poſfaulztum. [You 
ſhould be adviſed, Mr. Coxgreve, when 
you choſe this odd way of vindicating 
Poems Mathematically; to ſec that 
your Principles be felt-cvident : But 
you ſhew your ſelf ſo needy, and ask 
{uch unreaſonable things, and with 
that Confidence, that you will be ta- 
ken notice of, by all the Philomaths 172 
and about London, tor a ſturdy Beg- 
gar in their way.) Whez words, you 
fay, are applied to Sacred things, ena 
with a purpoſe to treat of Sacred things, 
they ought to be underſtood accordinsly : 
Right | and o they ought. But whe 
they are otherwiſe applied, the diverſity of 
the Subject, gives them a diverſity of ſig- 
rification : Right again ! That is to ſay, 
n the former cale, they are ſacredly 

3 uſed ; 


(12 ) 
uſed ; but when the ſame peculiar 
words are taken, and uſed 1n this lat- 
ter caſe, which is yours, they are uſed 
Prophanely ; and 1s the Sin that 1s com- 
monly expreſsd by that Phraſe, /udere 
cum Sacris: And now, what ſervice 
can you expect from a Propoſition, that 
15 already Revolted from you ? I mult 
tell you, there is a great deal of diffe» 
rence, between uſing the ſame com- 
mon Alphabet, with that in Scripture ; 
and the borrowing of {ome peculiar 
Words, or Phraſes, from it, that are 
ſpelt out of that Alphabet. For Exams- 
ple, our Saviour has this peculiar Ex- 
preſhon of himſelf, J am the Truth ; 
which 1s ſo emphatical, and remark- 
able, in relation to his Perſon, that 
the whole tenor of the Goſpel depends 
upon it : When this Expreſſion there- 
tore 1s put familiarly into the Mouth 
of a Mad-man upon the Stage, and 
made as it were, the diſtinguiſhing 
Catch, and Bob of his Frenzy ; this 1 
think, 1s ſomething more, than ſpelling 
out of the Alphabet, T do aſſure you, 
1t had that ill effet, that I never met 
with any one, who came from that 
Play, but conteſt, it gave them Offence ; 

and 


(13) 
and minded them from whom the ex- 


preſſion was taken. Wow'd you had 
been contented with your firſt thought, 


I am Tom tell troth | for that had been p. 55. 


harmleſs, and fooliſh enough, and fit 
for a Mad-man, 

Having ended your Poſtulata, and 
made ſuch an Apology, as was ne- 
ceſſary, for the /atitude they be ſpeak ; 
you proceed to ſubjoin a fort of Hypo- 
theſis, of the moral inſtruition of Plays, 
to this purpoſe : That when the Play zs 
over, we have all the moral of it, 
{umm'd up in a few lines to the Aus» 
dience, i» Rhyme, to be more engaging 
upon the memory : tor example, In Love 
for Love ; the moral of it is f\umm?d-up 
et briefly in that Diſtick, at the 
cloſe. 


The miſtery this day is, that we find, 
A Lover trae;, not that a Womans kind. 


here, you have the whole Moral of a 
long Play, wrapt up at laſt, in a 
ftery, for the better inſtrution of the 
Audience, 


(14) 

I ſce no great occaſion of moderating 
diſtinaly, between you both, in re- 
lation to all the particular matters in 
diſpute, from your Plays: Your 
1rahedy 1s a very good one, and An- 
{wers Sir Rich. Blackmores CharaRer of 
it, who recommends it, for an admi- 
rable-one 3 but ſtill with this reſerve, 

Preface to fome few things only exceptea : for 1n- 

KingAr. ſtance; when you make King Marwue!, 
in the fury of his reſentment, ſay, of 
Oſrnyns pleading audacious Love to his 
Miſtreſs; 


TRI Betier for him, to tempt the rage of 
Bride p 26, Heaven, 

And wrench the bolt red-hiſſing, from 

the hand | 

Of him that thunaers, 


"Ts daring for 0 (God, nn 


_— —— —— —_— 


Thats a bold ſtroke indeed ! T pro- 
teſt, if T had bcen the Author of it, I 
{ſhould have trembled at the Gizantick 
inſolence of my fancy : afterward, the 
atrempt 15 Itkened to Ixions Embracing 
Diviaity : Blels me ! you Pocts do fre- 
quently make ſo bold with God Al- 
mighty, and his Divinity ; that if he 

fad 
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had not declared himſelf, from his own 
mouth, to be a God of Patience and 
long ſuftering; I ſhould wonder how 
he docs bearit of you. 

Then again, you make this bluſter- 
ing King pay his, and your reſpe&s, 
to the CharaCter , and Othce of a Cler- 
gyman, very handſomely. 


PI] have a Prieſt ſhall preach her from mourning 
her faith, = ide, . 
And make it fin, not to renonace that 
vow, 


Which I'd have brokeg. 


; But when you make fo very bold 
' with God's honour, his Prieſts may 
contentedly take any thing , in the 
{ame Play : 1 he Dijcip!. ? 15 wot avot'! 
his Maſter, nor the Servant above his 
Lord, cc. vid. Matt. 10. 24, 25, '26. 
I would tain beſtow one note more 
upon the Morrzing Bride, tho? T am 
ſure to incur the Cenſure of i[l nature, 
and the Sp/exe for it: "This I know 1s 
your Darling Ott-ſprins, and there- 
tore I would = very tender of " #- 
you have been at the expence of more 
Education than ordinary upon it, and 
theretore 


(16) 

therefore you ſay, p. 23, If Smut, and 
Prophaneneſs, can be prov'd againſt this, 
you muſt give up the Cauſe, T am not 
now upon charging it with Smut ; but 
when I have dropt this one remark 
more to the two former, I will leave 
it to your ſelf to judge, whether it is 
not now and then a little Prophaye : 
Methinks you ſeem ſomewhat Conſci- 
ous of it already, when immediately 
after, in that ſame Paragraph, you 
filently let fall the word Prophaneneſs ; 
and cry out, zf there be immodeſty in 
that Tragedy, I muſt confeſs my ſelf in- 
capable of ever writings any thing with 
modeſty, or decency. 

But to convince you farther {if you 
are not yet convinc't) that there 1s 
Prophaneneſs 1n that Play , let me 
prevail with you to weigh that violent: 
rapture of O/myn to his Bride over a» 
gain. Moarn. Bride, P. 35. 


My all of bliſs, my everlaſting Life, 
Sout of my Soul, and end of all my 


willzes. 


Oſmyn, or Aiphonſo, is your Hero; 
and defign'd tor the CharaQer of a 
very 


T7 


£ £7 ati 
very good,and brave Perſon ; and there- 
fore, when it comes to his turn to ſpeak; 


we expeCt a great deal of the Poets 
mind, and Principles from him ; for 


the Honourable * Mr. G-azvi4le, makes * preface 
it a pretty trae prod of Poets, that to Heroick 


in the frame of their Heroes, they com- 4 
monly draw their own Pittures : But 
now, when yoar All of Wiſs, Your ever< 
laſting life, Tour very Soul, and the end 
of all your wiſhes, are all wrapt up tcs 
gether, and conſummated in the en- 
joyment of one Woman 3; What is be- 
come of your Heavez ? Or what far: 
ther buſineſs, or intereſt can you have 
depending in that #erzal ſtate, where 
they neither Marry, mor are given itt 
Marriage? 1 am clearly for your en- 
couraging Men to Love their Wives ; 
but there is no neceffity of repreſenting 
a Good Husband fo very axorioas , 
as to make him declare himſclt poſleſt 
of Heaven, and the eternal rewards of 
Religion, when he has his Spoxſe in his 
Arms. But fome grains of allow- 
ance muſt be made here, fince 


This was an Off 'ring to the ſex ae- 
fiewd. Epil. 
C After 


(38) 
After all, allowing your Adverſary 
has been a little too angry with that 
Celebrated Tragedy of yours , Would 
you have your Comedies paſs without 
exception too? What think you of 
your Prologue to the Double Dealer ? 
where you would infinuate, by the 
alluſionof a Mooriſþ Cuſtan, that there's 
hardly a Hushgnd in all the City of 
London, but what's a Cuckold : and, 
the better to grace them in that Cha- 
ratter, you are pleagd to give them 
the venerable Epethite of, Chriſtian 
Cuckolas. 


Tth Good Man's Arms, the Chop- 
ping baſtard thrives, 
For he thinks all his owp, that is his 


Wives. | 


I am ſure it ought to be ſo, and to 
inſinuate the contrary , 15 to ftir up 
Jealoufic ; which 3s evidently the de- 
fign of the whole Play that follows. 
On this accaſton, be {o kind to lend 
me the two firſt Verſes of your Pro- 
lozue tothe old Batcheloar. 


How this wile World is chanz'd! in 


former aays, Pra- 
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Prologaes, were ſerious Speeches, before 
Plays; 
Grave ſolemn things, 


There is your own Confeſſion, to 
one great part of Mr. Co/lier's Book, 
how infinitely the Azteats exceeded 
our Moderz pretenders to Poetry, in 
the Gravity, and Morality of their per- 
tormances. 

In ſhort, if Belinda, and Letitia, in 
the old Batch. It the three biggeſt, of 
the four Women 1n the Double Dealer, 
have tier Characters, and Cues, con- 
trived tor theadvancement of Mode.ty, 
and Virtue; ft, in Love for Lore, 
Tatt/?*s inſtrudting of Miſs Prae, and 
her {aying her Catecmſm after him, 
wherein {he 15 taught a little of Mr. 
Congreve"s Court breeding ; To give up 
her Virtue, azd to lye, to be angry, and 
yet more complying; to fall back, when 
ſhe ſhould run away ; and to hold her tongue, 
when (he ſhould cry out ; And, it Mrs. 
Foreſights leaving them together, todo 
their worſt, in that juncture, were in- 
tended out of good morality; then fome 
well meaning People have been very 


much miſtaken,that's all. 
C2 You 
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You frequently take occaſion to 'Tri- 
umph, and Lord it over Mr. Collier, 
in point of Cri#iciſm; *tis your Pro- 
vince, I confeſs, more than his; and 
theretore, it you are the greater Maſter 
in that Art, it is no ſuch wonder ; but 
T think Impartially, you come ſhort 
of him in your own Buſineſs, and 
that 1s a thing to be wondred at in- 
deed, At leaſt, you are pleas'd to 
ſhew your ſelf a ſowre.Cririck,when you 
have no ground : You quarrel at Mr. 
Collier's Phraſe of learning a Spaniel to 
Set; which ſhews, that you are yet 
to /eary the compaſs of our Engliſh 
Tongue, or that you are reſolved to 
be a Wrangling, right or wrong. Say 
you, I ſuppoſe, he means,teaching a Spa- 
niet to Set, But why ſo? What ne- 
ceſlity 1s there for changing the Word, 
only to put as good a one in the 
place? For, is Mr. Congreve yet to be 
told, that zo /eara, 15 often uſed Attive- 
ly, tor to teach? Does he not remember 
it to be ſouſed inthe Pſatter ? O learn 
me true Underſtanding | 1 chule to refer 
you to that Ejaculation, becauſe it may 

e a Proper one for you, to uſe 1n 
your Devotions, 
ig 
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Tn p. 32,youalarm'd meof ſomething 
very dreadful in that Expreſſion of 
Mr. Colliers, Nature made the fermegt and 
riſing of the Blood, for ſuch occaſions : Burt, 
having turn'd to his Book tor it, I am 
now at a loſs, which to queſtion moſt, 
your Underſtanding or Sincerity, in that 
Charge : I hope, ſay you, he ſpeaks Fi 


; gurattvely ; as 'tis plain he does] for it 


1s a fort of Metozimy : And yet in the 
next Paragraph, you take him Literal- 
ly, and endeavour to make mad work 
with it; but it will not ſerve your 
turn that way : And if it be Figera- 
tively, aid, I perceive you have no- 
thing to ſay to it. Take it and tura it 
how you pleaſe; I am ſure you cannot 
make it look Prophanely : For, allows 
ing Nature there to ſignify our Maker, 
which is the utmoſt you would have ; 
then to ſay, Nature made the ferment of 
our Blood, for ſuch Occaſions; 1s, 1n Mr, 
Collier's, Senſc, to ſay, That God made 
the riſing of our Paſſions on purpoſe, to 
ſhew our reſentment againſt bad Plays, 
and ſuch like finfulProvocations: Which 
I think, is very wiſely and juſtly faid : 
And your quarrelling ſo lamentably 
with it, ſerves only to ſhew what you 

would 
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would be at, and no more : Unleſs 
you will give me leave to obſerve from 
thence, how wretchedly you are out 


_ of the, way, and loſt, when you put 


Iſa. 58. Is 


your ſelf upon talking Savoury and Re- 
liziouſly, You muſt not be angry, if I 
take this occaſion, of turning the buz- 
end of aquaint expreſſion of your own, 
againſt you; The Corruption of a Rot- 
ten-Poet,is the Generation of 4 very ſowre, 
and autkward Divine,Writers you ſee,will 
be free with one another, and borrow, 
and pay upon occa{ion, 

Over leaf we have you in another fit 
of Divinity again ;IT am glad to find it ; 
*tisa good fign © And tho' you are ſti 
very aukward at it, there's hopes you 
may improve ; *tis but young dayes 
with you 1n that profeſſion : You ſhould 
let alone St. Chryſotom yer ; *tisa vanity 
with all young Divines, to be nibling 
and retailing the Fathers, before they 
arc well grounded in the Bible, St, 
Chryſoſtow's rule,as you have apply'd it, 
will ignify nothing : For did not God 
command the Prophet 1/azah, to Cry a- 
loud, and ſpare not, and to lift up his 
voice like a 1rumpet, And yet for all 
that Tamult, you mult own, if yoo 

ct 
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ſet up for a Divine, that he was 7n/pir'd 
with the Holy Ghoſt : $o,you ſee, now the 
reaſon is not 10 platnagain. 

I would now march forward with 
you, and Juſtify the Charges of Pro- 
phaneneſs, and Smut, that are exhibi- 
ted againlt you ; and, to do you any 
good , would produce a great ma- 
ny more, which your Adverfary has 
omitted : But the miſchief of it lyes 
here ; It Mr. Collzer paſt any of it over, 
out of Modclty, with a Daſh, as being 
too Baudy to be exprefsd ; then you 
cry, zt lyes yet upon him to prove it ; his 
bare Aſſertioa without an Inſtance, is not” 
ſufficient : And if he diſobliges his Pa- 
per with a little of it exprelly, to prove 
downright ſm; upon you, then all your 
Thanks is, why ce let him take tt for 
his pains: And with either one, or the 
other horn of this Dilemma, { find you 
moſt commonly upon your defence : 
The force, and weight of your whole 
Vindication, ſeems very much to de- 
pend upon this Argument: And, to 
fay truth, it is, as. you have pitch'd, and 
tortified it, an impregnable one : But 
who, do you think, will be at the 
pains to help you cleanſe your Plays of 

their 
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their Smut,and Filthineſs, when you 
will-only allow him to carry off the 


f [ 


4 


Dung for his labour? Indeed, when 


you ſay, -you are willing to part with it, 
you come up to our terms; but you 


ſoon relapſe again ; there is no holding * 


you to your Bargain, 


When Mr. Collier charges you with 


prophaning the word Inſpiration, your 
Anſwer IS, The poor Maz is troubled 


with the Flatus, his Spleen is puft up | 


| 
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with Wind; and then the conſequence - 
Is, he is likely to grow very Angry and 
Peeviſh on the ſuddain; and deſires the 
priviledage to ſcold and give it vents 
Now, if the Spleen had not taken - 


poſſeſſion of all your Underſtanding, 


| 


and Senſe, you would never have con- 


fefs'd this to be the natural effeft and 
and produCt of that Diſeaſe : For , 
do not we know that you are almoſt 


_ devoured . with it? That you have 


no other Excuſe, but that, for the pre- 
ſent ſullen dulneſs,and ſtupidity of your 
Converſation ? 'That you have no 0- 
ther Excuſe tor writing ſuch a Book 
as this? That *tis impoſſible you ſhould 
write ſuch a one without it ? If it were 
not tor the Credit of a Poer, to keep 
you 
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*you a little in countenance, you would 


tind your ſelf perfectly abandoned for 
your Spleen, by all ingenious Socicty : 
And yet, it ſeems, you could think your 
ſelf qualified to charge the Flatus, with 
all its ſcurvey effe&ts upon Mr. Colber, 
out of meer diſdain. Well, I fee, be- 


'ing related tothe Play-houfe will fur- 


I I, 1% 


niſh a man in time, with a ſurmount- 
ing aſſurance, that wall ſtick at nothing, 
But, before I part with you about this 
Diſeaſe, let me adviſe you to examine 
the Symptoms of it ſeriouſly with your 
ſelf, for it is a very equivocal one; 
many times, when we would ſeem to 
impute the fault to our Spleex, or F1j- 
pochonaria, it really lyes in the Con- 
{cience, and is nothing elſe but an over 
bearing weight of guilt in the Mind. 


The rcaſon why T lodge this caution 
with you, is, becauſe you are not afraid 
to publiſh very ill Sy-pro-s of your caſe 
to the World : For, would any one but 
a very looſe and immoral! man, have 


choſen to amuſe himſelf i;2 a flow recovery Þ. ;2 


from a fit of ſickneſs, by writing of an 
obſcene Play ? Would any one have 
D thought 


Þ. 4. 
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thought upon that occaſionof writ 
ing of It, to help to excuſe the obſce- 
nity?And, to ſhew your 72 rſs 
for the ſame, ſet up a Horſe laugh at 
the beginning of a Paragraph, that con- 
cermd your Conſcience fo nearly ? A 
good Chriſtian, I am ſure, would have 
choſen to turn his meditations quite a- 
nother way, on ſuch a juncture. At 
this rate, whatever you dye a Marty 
for, it will not be for your Rel:g70 : 
But you have diſtinguiſht upon the 
word, and told us there are Martyrs of 
ſeveral ſorts : Mr. Collier you fay,is 4 
Martyr to ſcandal ; tis well *tis no worle, 
for Martyrs you know, are alwayes 
ſuppoſed to ſuffer unjuſtly : But there 
is yet another fort of Martyr you men» 
tioned, far beyond that ; which in your 
condition you cannot be too much aware 
of, and that is, to be a wicked Martyr, 
or Martyr for the Devil. 


You ſtrive hard to bring off that expref- 
fion of yours, 'That Nature has been 


provident only to Bears, and Spiders ; but 


{uppoſing I ſhould return your dealing 
with Mr. Co/7jer upon the ſame word, 
and 


(27) 
and change Natare into Godzthe Author 


of It ; then the expreſſion would be, God . 
has been provident only to Bears and Spi- __ 


ders : This,you muſt needs think,would 
not ſound altogether ſo well. 


What follows in the three next Pages 
is to publiſh your great readingin Jwua;- 
dicial Aſtrology ; which I ſhall make no 
exceptions againſt, but advice you to 
bend your {tudys thai way ; you may 
be more ſerviceable to tie publick there- 
in, than by writing ſome ſort of Plays, 
if it be only by being more Innoceanx. 


You ſo often Trumphat Mr,Coal/zer's 
Abſolations, that I can't chooſe but take 
notice ofitz you don't conſider what a 


| very mean, andcontemptable man you 


appear your ſelf while you ſtrut and 
crow thus over anothers misfortunes ; 
it has been alwayes taken for the mark 
of a baſe, and ungenerous mind : But 
if that Gentleman'has been ſo unfor- 
tunate indiſpencing his Ab/o/ation once, 
he will be more wary for the tuture ; 
and endure a great deal of pounding, as 


you call it, betore he will yield to pro- p.z7, 


D 2 ſtitute 
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ftituce his Ofhce fo far, as to ſquander a» 
way an Ab{olution upon any one belong- 
Ng to the Stage. 


P. 60. You mount in your delence 
hugely, concerning the Clergy 3 and 
having ſmelt at your Adverſaries Argu- 
ments, you deſpiſe them ; and march 
aiong 11 Triumph for a many Pages 
and carry it with ſucha high hand, and 
lay about you fo furiouſly;that it is hard- 
ly ſafe for a ſtander by to ſtep in, and 
interrupt you : However, when you 
have paſt Mr. Collier quite through, 
and clincht him ; you will not be angry, 
if out of meer compaſſion, I cloſe in 
with you, and hold your arm, to parle 
a littlein his behalf: Ar the »pper exd 
of P. 72. ditto, one may plainly per- 
ceive your ftorm coming on apace ; the 
Poet breaks the poor Prieſts line 1n 
peices, and paſſes thick upon him : 
Therefore yet I will ſtand aloot. 


Prieſt——- [a fine, the Play is a very 
Religious Poem, 

Poet, Indeed ! 
inmutur. 


Pris t 
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Prieſt, "Tis upon the matter all Ser- 
mon and Anthem. ——— 
Poet, O Lord! 
Prieſt, —— And if it were not deſign'd 
for the Theater —— —— 
Poet. Out with it man. 
Pricſt, T have nothing to cbjedf, 


So that's well, there is one tough 
bout over, O” my word I was half afraid 
how matters would have gone : But 
the Poet over leat, owns this will not 
doe; the advantage aves yot yet appeat : 
Theretore ſtand clear again. 


Poet, No ! Why then.” 
Prieſt, — He is rewarded by the Kng = 


Here's another breathing again ; 
this bout was but very ſhort, and the 
Poet yet conteſles, that the advan- 
tape aves appear ſtill but coldly. But 
ſtand off once more, and beware of the 
third time — —— 


Poet, Ay ? Say you fo ? Why 
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Prieſt, In ſhort —— —— 

Poet, Ay ? now for the Iliads m a 
Nutt-ſhell. Ah {---Ah ?—— Now the 
But's coming indeed, Thad a glimps 
of him but juſt now. 

Prieſt, In ſhort he ts repreſented lewd 
but not little. 

Poet There's an advantage for 
you now; 1» ſhort, Lewd but not 
little. 


And here Mr. Colter, poor man 
is \uppoſed to fall. T will therefore 
now itepin and examine whether his 
wound be mortal, or no ; for it ſeems 
*twas a home thruſt. Hah? 
Why is this all the execution ? Here's 
one of Hudibras's notable Combats, a 
huge clattering, and coyle, but nothing 
done. Lewd, but not /i#tle : If thar 
be all, Pl fetch but two Small Stitches, 
and it ſhall be as ſound a Limb, as any 
Mr. Cozgreve has about him. Let me 
{ee—Lewa, as to his Perſon ; but not 
lttle, as to. his Office. There, now 
tis done. This is plainiy Mr. Collier's 

meaning 
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' meaning, and all he contends for, in 


ſo many Pages before, where he is fo 
ſtrangely put to the banter, 


Well, but fay you, then, I confeſs, I*:15 
have been in an errour ; Why is that 
ſuch a wonder ? But till I ſee you will 
miſtake your ſelf; for this once you are 
in the right : You ſay, 1 :hoxght a man 


| never appeared ſo little, as when he appear d 


extreamly Lewd, *tis true ; but then, 


| keepthe man,and his fun&ion afſunder ; 


and, as Mr. Collier explained himſfelt 
inthe ſame breath /where you fo diſin- 
geniouſly, and Barbaroully interrupted 
him to ſhew your little wit:) The a/- 
falls rather upon the perſon than the 


office. 


For, as he explains himſelf in ano- 
place, P. 139. the Man may be /ttle; 
but the Prieffs are not fo. Contrary 
whereunto, he has ſufficiently ſhewn, 
Chap. 4. you contrive your Lewd men 
and Rakes, to make the moſt conſider- 
able Figures 1n your Comedy : Which 
ſhews, how little uſe you make of a 
zood T howght, in your way of Prattice 
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Whereas you give your audience NG 
other opportunity of judging of the 
dignity of a Prieſ”s office, but by Ict- 
ting them {ce a man 1n holy Orders, 
always in the very meane{t Character; 
and Condition ; {neaking,and contemp* 


table, to the loweſt degree of Comedy, | 


and reducing Rogers Reverence, under- 
neath the favours of a Nw7/e. 


But let me get out of all this {tuff 


once, and come with you to the merits | 


of the cauſe ; which 1t Iintend to do 


: 
| 


I muſt meer you at YOur Concluſion of | 


this Head, p. 86. I will only jay, that 
a0 man living has a greater reſpect for a 
good Clergy Man, than my ſelf; Let all 
that are good of the Order, riſe upand 
thank you tor it ! But what method do 
you take to manitelt your reſpe to 
them ? Why truly, by never bringing a 
Clergy-man on the Stage, but in a ri- 
diculous ' manner : and conſequently, 
you never take an occaſion to put your 
audience in mind of one of that order z 
but to expoſe him to contempt: all 
your Parſozs are brought in upon baſe, 
and ſordid errands ; which nothing can 


juſtiſis 
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juſtifie in you, but the ſuppoſition, 
| that all of them are really . of 
; that Stamp and Character ; which 
» | truely 1s very hard: In the mean 
» | time, you never take any care to 
diſtinguiſh the ill man trom his 
5 | office, by any reſerve of Reve- 
- rence to it; nor drop any thing 
that ſhall giveyour Audience the 
leaſt occaſion to remember, that 
the Order, and good Profeſſors 
of it are abſolutely unconcerned 
in the Byffo0zs part upon the Stage. 
You ſay, you are wery inaif- 
ferent , whether ever the Gown ap- 
pear upon the Stage, or not : would 
you. had put a full period there! 
bat, ay you, if it aves, it fhould 
not be worn by the Charatter of a 
' good Man: 'That'sa ſtrange relaps 
'of kindneſs to them indeed. 
- | Why? would it look like ſuch an 
» | unnatural repreſentation, to ſhew 
| | that Gowz on a Good Mars back ? 
5 | I mult be very ſhort with you 
| ' upon this point; all the whole 
> | World, without the Play-houſe 
doors, who have any regard for 

* | Religion, are againſt you 1n this 
rf matter 
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matter : and that upon very 
good reaſon, iounded upon ex- 
perience, that will - not cadure 
to be contradicted : for the Peo- 
ple are apt enough to be miſlead 
into an ill opinion of the Clergy 
of themſelves ; and thercivre , 
when you always ſhew the Par- 
ſon in a+ ridiculous manner, they 
will be apt to take the hint, and 
without diltinftion, think a Par- 
ſox ridiculous ; and while they 
are tempted to have the Clergy 
in derifion, the next ſhort ſtep 
that immediately follows, will 
be to have Religion ſv too. 

A Poet had aced call himſelf an 
Ally to the Clergy at this rate: 
You {ſhew your felf in another 
form in the foregoing Paragraph ; 
there you. appear without diſguiſe, 
as unvetciate an Enemy to that 
Order, tor the compaſs of one Se- 
Ction, as ever I met with in my 
Life. Yoa there take an occzefion 
trom Mr. Colliers Book, to icduce 
the whole Lazy againit the Cler- 
2, and hoot them about their 
ears. TI am not the only one, Way 


you 
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—_ who look npon this Pamphlet 
his, to be a gun level d at the 
FI Laity, while the ſhot only glances 
on the Theatre : | am {orry it only 
glances there, I believe all the 
toro. of 1t was intended to be ſpent 
int1"ciy on ir; And I believe, out 
of the Theatre, Mr. Congreve is the 
only man who would have the 
gunto be levePa at the whole Laity. 
He can nave but one Argument 
on hus fide, to give him coune 
tenance, and that he prepared tor 
himſelt, azainit he ſhould be mn 
diſtreſs : inthe 16. P. of his Book. 
[t runs, in ſhort, to this efte&t ; The 
Stage repreſents the whole Werld, 
this great 7un was level'd direaly 
apainft the Stage, ſo, againſt the 
whole World : And, by conſe- 
quence 1t did but uſt glance upon 
the Stage, but fell in with the 
whole Laity and made mad work 
withthem. But now, if you will 
give me leave, I will remind you 
of one plain reaſon grounded 
upon matter of fact that the 
whole Laity did not take this 
E 2 gun 
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gun to be lwePd direftly againſt | 
them ; for, if you remember, | 
aſloon as ever it was diſcharged | 
againſt. the Theatre, they took it 
for a ſignal to fall upon you, and | 
accordingly, the next Quarter Seſ- 
froas, the Grand Jury of Middles | 


ſex (as I hinted before) who are 


all Lay-mea, preſented Mr. Con- | 
greve and ſome others, for | 
their obſcene Plays. TI ſhall not 
take notice of the further reſpe& 
you ſhew the Clergy there, where 
you open a whole Field of War 
againſt them, for their Controverſial 
Drvinity, 


For my part, I declare, I ama 
Friend to Religion, and no Enemy 
to good Poetry ; if you take care 
to maintain your a//zaxce to the Cler- 
gy, by having a due regard to 
their Character, and Cauſe. I ſhall 
think the Stage no unjuſtifiable 
diverſion, and amuſement , to 
People. A celebrated Female in 


an Trot- uſe, has Jately convinc'd you, in 


her fatal Friendſhip, that *tis 
poſlible 
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poſſible to entertain, with all the 
Judgment, Wit, and Beauty of 
Poctry ; without. ſhocking our ſexſes, 
with intollerable prophanels or ob- 
ſcenity. 


There 1s nothing, TI know, which 
you attect more, than to paſs for a 
fine, and exact Writer, even to a 
Mathematical niccty ! but I muſt 
ſpeak freely, I never could yet 
meet with a Dramatick Poet that 
could write good Proſe, Your 
Efſays that way. do commonly 
dwindle, and run off into Dialogifm, 
Ramble, and Banter ; thus, at every 
ſhort turn of your pen, Indeed ! O 
Lord! Ay? your Servant, &c. Even 
Mr. Conpreve himſelf is as far from 
being a Correct, and ſteady Ora- 
tour, as Tully was from being a 

ood Poet: To convince you 'of 
this, I ſhall not ſtand with you for 
a deal of abſurd trifling, and 
awkard {tuft, that puts the Reader 
out of countenance, and ſickens his 
taſte, and apprehenſion, almoſt in 
every Page of your little Book : 

But 
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But before I take my leave of you 
for the preſent, I ſhall juſt point | 
out to your Eye, a few of thoſe | 
obvious and blazing incon:iſtencies 
(I had well nigh fa:d Contradifti- | 
ons) which you hav: fo plentifully 
dropt in, among yu; Amendinents 
of Mr. Collier”s faults, 2x. gr. 


P. 77. You charge him ſ:verely 
for frequenting the Play-| ſe : 
Why does he abandon, &c. 1% come 
capering , and frickin" between the 
Scenes? And yet, P. 109, yo. n- 
{inuate him to be a Man of Coa- 
ſprracy, and Sedztion; ar: at the 
{ame time impute the cauſe o! it, 
to the non-frequenting of The:tres, 
and Muſick. But this, you will 
ſay, was a great many Pages a- 
ſunder. Well, 


But, P. 104, you rſt charge Mr. 
Collier for his f Js in the Vanity of 
eriumphing in the worſk Argument ; 
and yet in the _ {ame Nos you 
ſay, 1 think truly he had a fair ap- 
pearance of right on his ſiae. 


This | 
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This fell our very unhappily in- 
deed. 


P. 99. you ſay, you wonder he is 
not aſhamed to own that he is ſo well 
acquainted with the exztnmatsm of 
Ariſtophazes; and yet bur fix lines 
after you confeſs, as if he meant 
to veil! that Play under a M- 
nom's;: And again, that by his 
Artifice he de(iz#'d not tobe diſcover- 
ed, By the way, if it were ſuch 
an abominable ſhame ro own rhe 
reading of that Play, How came 
the baſhful, and ſhame-fac'd Mr. 
Coxgreve to publiſh in 'the ſame 
breath, how very intimately he 
has been acquainted with it him- 
ſelf? So tar it ſ{cems, as to Epito- 
mize all the Obſcenity of it, and to 
compute with /z#t/e Bays, how many 
times he mames the thing diretthy : 
by your remarks it comes to a 
handred and odd, and your word 
truly is to be taken in ſuch a caſe ; 
for I believe you would not wil- 
lingly have overlook'd any. Idea 
tending that way, for want of ap- 

plication : 
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plication : And in fo doing, by 
your own argument, you have 
well imploy'd your time, and 
your imagination : Nothing -can 
bring you oft handſomly from this 
pinch ; but putting on a bold face, 
and owning, that 1t 1s peculiarly 
your buſineſs to read baudy, as 
well as write it. There 1s no -nc- 
ceſſity I muſt confeſs, that a Poer 
ſhould be aſhamed of every thing 
which other men ought to be a- 
ſham'd off. But to go on, 


P. 93. You declare, you have 
avoided all recriminations : And 
yet, your whole Book is little elſe, 
but an attempt at recrimination 
upon Mr. Collier throughout. 


Once more, In the ſame Para- 
graph you ay, | you have not ſo 
much as made one Citation from any 
of your Plays in favour of them ; 
and yet, P. 22. and 23, you tran- 
{cribe all the Moral of the Double 
dealer, i.e. all that 15 tollerable of 
the whole Play, to bring it off, 
it 
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if you can, from being guilty of 
running Tok upon Smut and Peaantry. 
And again P. 36. you particular. 
ly point out the chief of thoſe parts 
of the Mourning Bride, which are 
worthy to be obſerved, in order 
to have them attone for oz or two 
erroneous expreſſions 1n it. I have 
not leifure to compare you any 
farther with your ſelf, bur theſe 
tew inſtances of varience between 
you, are ſufficient to convince you, 
that the next time you write in anan-= 
gry Controverſie, you ſhould make 
ule of more ſincerity, or at leaſt a 
better memory. 


After all, I don't find that Mr. 
Collier, or any body elſe, but one 
poor 0/d Woman could over bring 
you to confeſs, and retorm an er- 
rour, or do any good upon you : 
She, /God knows who or whence !) 
one out of the Clovds *tis like, 
for you have loſt her direction, 
and cannot remember) ſhe, once it 
ſeems, convinc't you of a fault, 
which you candidly acknowledge; 
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P. 43. and there promiſe to frike 
it out in the next wpreſſion : when 
the Double Dealer has another Edi- 
tion, I believe you may beas good 


as your word: by that time per- 


haps you may think of mending 
ſome other taults of yours, that 
more nearly concern your Perſon. 
You will take this freedom, I hope, 
in good part, from one who is with 
all due reſpetts, &c. 
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[* A Catalogue of ſome Books, Printed 
| for Samuel Keble, at the 
Turks-Head in Fleet-ſtreet. 


Short View of the Immorality 
and Prophaneneſs of the Enghſb 
Stage : Together with the Senſe 

of Antiquity upon this Argument. By 
| Feremy Collier, M. A. 
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A Weeks Preparation towards a wors 
thy receiving of the Lords Supper after 
the warning of the Church, for the Cele- 
bration ofthe Holy Communion ; in Me. 
ditations and Prayers tor Morning and 
Evening, for every Day in the Week, 
Alfo ſome Meditations to live well after 
the Receiving the Holy Sacrament, 

The Church of England Man's private 
Devotions, being a Collection of Prayers 
out of the Common-Prayer-Book , tor 
Morning, Noon and Night ; and other 
ſpecial occaſions: By the Author of che 


Weeks preparation to the Sacrament. 8 
The 


©» 0. 


The Holy-Days, or the Holy Feaſts 
and Faſts, as they are obſerved in the 
Church of England, (throughout the 
Yea') Explained: And the Reaſons 
why they are yearly Celebrated. With 
Cuts before each Day- 

Meditations upon living Holily, and 
dying Happilys with ;fuitable Prayers 
at the end of each Chapter. Written 
by Daniel $ enneriis, a Phyſician. 

The Mourner Comtorted : or Epiſtles 
Conlolatory, writ by Hugo Grotius, to 
Monſieur de Maurier, the French Ambaſ. 
{ador, at the Hague pervſed and” re- 
commended to the World, by John Sear, 
D. D.in 129. | 

Divine and Moral Diſcourſes on divers 
Subjects, in 1 20. 

Epifteti Enchiridon : or the moſt Excel- 
lenc Morals of Epittetus. Made Engliſh 
In a Poetical Paraphriaſe; by Ellis Walker, 

. A- 

The H:ſtorical Parts of the Old and 
New Teſlament in Verſe, with one hun« 
dred and twentyCuts,uleful for Children, 
as well to invite them to the reading off,as 
to make them the ſooner underſtand the 
Holy Scripture, in 129, Price2s. 

Rules for our more Devout Behaviour 
in the time of Divine Service, in the 
Church of England. Price 3 d. " 

n 


An Explication of the Terms, Order 
and Uſefulneſs of the Liturgy3 or Com? 
mon.Prayer of the Church of England 
by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, recom- 
mended to belearned after the Church 
Catechiſm 

A Table to all the Epiſtles and Goſpels 
in the Book of Common-Prayer, ſo that. 
you may find any Texts of Scripture 3 be- 
ing contained inthem- This Tablemay 
be put in your Common-Prayer Book. 

Preparation to a Holy Lite, or Deyo« 
tions for Families and Private Perſons ; 
with dire&ions ſuited to moſt particular 
Caſes, Alſo Meditations, Prayers, and 
Rules for the more Pious obſerving the 
Holy time of Lert. . By the Author of 
the Weeks Preparation to the Sacrament, 

Death made Comfdrtable;z or the way 
to Dye well. By John Kettlewell, 

The Spiritual Gombat, or the Chri- 
ſtian Pilgrim: Tranſlated from the 
French 5 Reviſed and recommended by 
Dr: Lucas. 

The Degrees of Marriage, that which 
is ordered to be had in all Churches in 
England. 

The worth of a Penny: or, a cau- 
tion to keep Money. VVith the Cauſes 
- of the Scarcity and Miſery of the want 
thereof 


thereof: As alſo what honeſt Courſes * 
Men in want may take to Live. By | 
Henry Peachman M, A. Sometime of | 
Trinity College, Cambridge, 

Three Poems on St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral, viz. The Ruins. The Rebuild- 
ing, The Choice, 
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